
COMMISSION ON LATINO-AMERICANS  

QUARTERLY MEETING 
September 20, 2025 

9:30 AM 
  

In-Person 

 

Omaha Public Library Downtown Branch 

1401 Jones St., Mtg. Room 102 

Omaha, NE 68102 

 

AGENDA 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Commission Chair Maria Whitmore called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM 

  

II. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Commission Chair Maria Whitmore welcomed everyone to the meeting then took time to 

introduce the new Commissioner, and Governor’s representative, Evelyn Haro. Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro took a moment to introduce herself. The Commissioner’s went 

around the table introducing themselves to Evelyn, followed by the Commission staff.  

  
III. ROLL CALL/RECORD ABSENTEES 

 

Present: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evens, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Commission Chair Maria 

Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. 

Late: Commissioner Jaime Suarez arrived at 9:36 AM. 

 

Motion 1 to approve the roll call was made by Chair Whitmore. Seconded by Commissioner 

Sandra Lopez. 

 

Vote Yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair Maria Whitmore, 

Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. 

 

Absent: Commissioner Jaime Suarez 

 

Vote no: None. Motion passed. 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 

No public comments were made. 

  



V. PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING 
  

 NEBRASKA COMMISSION ON LATINO-AMERICANS QUARTERLY MEETING 

 The Commission on Latino-Americans will host its Quarterly Meeting on Saturday, 

September 20, 2025. The meeting will take place at Omaha Public Library Downtown Branch, 

1401 Jones St., Mtg. Room 102, Omaha, NE 68102.  We will begin at 9:30 a.m. and adjourn at 

no later than 2 p.m. 

The Quarterly Meeting is open to the public and all interested individuals are invited to 

attend. Time will be allocated for public comments within the first hour of the meeting. We 

encourage those wishing to speak to call our office ahead of time, in an effort to provide better 

accommodation. 

The agenda for the Quarterly Meeting will be kept current and made available for public 

inspection at the Commission’s office. For further information, please contact us at (402) 471-

2791. 

Public Notice of this meeting was placed in the Mundo Latino Publications on September 5, 

2025; The Grand Island Independent, Kearney Hub, Lexington Clipper, The North Platte 

Telegraph, The Columbus Telegram, The Lincoln Journal Star, Scottsbluff Star-Herald, 

Omaha World-Herald, Hastings Tribune on September 6, 2025; and it was e-mailed to the 

NCLA mail list and posted on Social Media channels. 

  

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 

Motion 2 to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez. Seconded 

 By Commissioner Aida Evans. 

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Commissioner Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, 

Chair Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. 

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed.  

 

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

 Motion 3 to approve the minutes from May 17, 2025, was made by Commissioner Dobbins 

  Seconded by Commissioner Sandra Lopez.  

 

 Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Commissioner Jaime 

Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn 

Schacht. 

 

 Abstain: Governor’s Representative Evelyn Haro, Chair Maira Whitmore.  

 



 Vote no: None. Motion passed.  

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

  
1) Ad Hoc Committee for annual meeting elections 

 

Chair Maria Whitmore called for volunteers to serve on the Annual Meeting Elections 

Committee, clarifying that the purpose of the committee is to assist in selecting candidates for 

the upcoming Executive Committee election. The following commissioners volunteered to 

serve: Chair Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Jaime Suarez, and Commissioner Adi Dobbins. 

 

2) Ad Hoc committee for bylaws and statutes revision 

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga requested volunteers to serve on the Bylaws and Statutes 

Revision Committee, noting that the committee’s purpose is to review and update the bylaws 

and statutes to reflect current standards. Chair Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Marilyn 

Schacht, and Commissioner Jaime Suarez volunteered to serve. 

 

3) Nebraska Latino Youth Summit planning update  

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga provided an update on the current status of the Nebraska 

Latino Youth Summit. She discussed the marketing materials and strategies being 

implemented to support the summit’s goals. She reported that an emcee has been secured , and 

all panel sessions are fully staffed with qualified professionals. ED Arriaga also noted an 

increase in registrations from rural schools this year, expressing her appreciation for the 

broader participation. She requested that commissioners connect the office with any potential 

sponsors they may know. Additionally, she asked commissioners to confirm their attendance 

at the summit via email. 

 

4) Unidos Conference Report 

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga directed the Commissioners to review her full report, which 

was included in their meeting packets. She provided a brief overview of the event and 

highlighted several key takeaways. ED Arriaga invited Commissioner Marilyn Schacht to 

share insights from the Community in Motion group, which was sponsored by the 

Commission to attend this year’s event. Commissioner Schacht reported that the group 

appreciated the opportunity to attend sessions relevant to their community work and left the 

event feeling empowered and inspired. 

  
IX. NEW BUSINESS 11:00 am 

  
1) Policy #7 Election of Officers, Commissioner Suarez to become Vice-Chair, and election 

of temporary Secretary.  

 

Chair Maria Whitmore informed the Commission that Commissioner Jaime Suarez would 
assume the role of Vice-Chair following the resignation of former Vice-Chair Lali Sage. She 



then called for an election to appoint a temporary Secretary to serve until formal elections are 

held. Commissioner Adi Dobbins was elected to serve as temporary Secretary. 

 

Motion 4 to approve the election of a temporary secretary was made by Vice-Chair Suarez.  

 Seconded by Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. 

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. 

 

Abstain: Commissioner Adi Dobbins. 

 

Vote no: None. Motion passed 

  
2) Establish calendar of Quarterly meetings for 2026. 

 

Chair Maria Whitmore directed the Commissioners’ attention to the meeting agenda to review 

the proposed quarterly meeting dates for 2026. She emphasized the importance of setting the 

schedule in advance to help ensure full attendance. Following discussion, the Commissioners 

agreed to retain the suggested dates. 

 

3) Support for Superior Students, to cover lodging expenses, two rooms are needed.  

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga informed the Commissioners that students from Superior 

are interested in attending the 2025 Nebraska Latino Youth Summit. However, due to 

financial constraints within the school district, the school is seeking financial assistance to 

cover the cost of two hotel rooms for the students. 

 

Motion 5 to approve the support for the Superior students was made by Chair Whitmore. 

 Seconded by Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.   

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed.  

 

4) Approve to pay the lodging and travel expenses for our Emcee Kristin Diaz  

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga introduced the selected emcee for the Nebraska Latino 

Youth Summit, Kristin Diaz, and shared her professional background. She noted that, while 

the emcee typically commands a higher fee, she was highly interested in the event and agreed 

to participate for a reduced rate of $500, in addition to coverage of her travel and lodging. ED 

Arriaga highlighted that the emcee is particularly engaging and interactive with younger 

audiences. The estimated flight cost is approximately $200, and lodging will be covered 

through the hotel block already reserved for the event. 

 



Motion 6 to approve the lodging and travel expenses for NELYS Emcee was made by  

 Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez. Seconded by Commissioner Aida Evans.  

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed.  

 

5) NELYS 2025 promotional package presented by Telemundo Nebraska 

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga reported that Telemundo has provided a quote of $4,000 for 

a promotional campaign in support of the Nebraska Latino Youth Summit. She noted that the 

campaign is valued at $18,000. In exchange for the discounted rate, Telemundo has requested 

to be recognized as the official media sponsor and to have their logo included on event 

banners. 

 

Motion 7 to approve the 2025 NELYS promotional package presented by Telemundo was  

 Made by Chair Maria Whitmore. Seconded by Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez.  

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed.  

 

6) Mental Health Initiative for Latino families and professionals 

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga reported that she is collaborating with Radiant Counseling 

on a project to provide mental health education to Hispanic communities across Nebraska. She 
emphasized the importance of these services, particularly in addressing the stigma surrounding 

mental health within Hispanic communities. She ended by clarifying that the educational 

programs will be offered in Spanish virtually via Zoom. 

 

Motion 8 to approve the mental health initiative for Latino families and professionals was  

 Made by Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. Seconded by Commissioner Aida Evans.   

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed.  

 

 

 

 

 



7) Franco Photography proposal and HAGIOS Photo for NELYS 2025 coverage 

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga expressed interest in having professional photos taken at 

this year’s Nebraska Latino Youth Summit to support future promotional efforts. She 

presented two photography quotes for the Commissioners' consideration. After a brief review, 

the Commissioners agreed to proceed with the proposal from Franco Photography. 

 

Motion 9 to approve the Franco photography coverage in the amount $7,050 was Made by 

Commissioner Sandra Lopez. Seconded by Chair Maria Whitmore.    

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 

 

8) Hispanic/Latino Business and the Contributions of Immigrants to Nebraska study  

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga proposed two new reports on contributions the Hispanic 

community makes in Nebraska. The project will include two separate reports: one focused on 

updating the Hispanic business report, and another highlighting the contributions of 

immigrants. 

 

Motion 10 to approve the creation of two new reports was Made by Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez. 

 Seconded by Commissioner Marilyn Schacht. 

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 
Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 

 

9) Multicultural Youth Leadership Conference Community Event support request 

 

The Multicultural Youth Leadership Conference Community Event, organized by 

Empowering Families and held in Gering, Nebraska, has submitted a request for financial 

assistance in the amount of $1,000. After reviewing the submitted form the Commissioners 

moved to vote.  

 

Motion 11 to approve the sponsorship of the Multicultural Youth Leadership Conference  

Community Event was Made by Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez. Seconded by Commissioner 

Aida Evans. 

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 



Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 

 

10)Lali Sage Commissioner recognition for service 

 

Motion 12 to approve the recognition of Commissioner Lali Sage was made by Chair  

 Maria Whitmore. Seconded by Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez.  

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 

 

11) Authorization for payment of $26,000 to Embassy Suites Omaha–La Vista Hotel & 

Conference Center as the initial deposit required to proceed with the event. 

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga requested the Commissioners' authorization for a $26,000 

payment to the Embassy Suites Omaha–La Vista Hotel & Conference Center to secure the 

venue for this year’s Nebraska Latino Youth Summit. 

 

Motion 13 to approve the deposit for the youth Summit venue was made by Commissioner 

 Sandra Lopez. Seconded by Commissioner Aida Evans.  

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 
  

X. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

The commissioners took a brief pause to review the financial statements.  
  

1) Review of Budget Status Reports for May, June, July, August  
2) Review of General Ledger Reports for May, June, July, August 

 

Motion 14 to approve the budget reports was made by Chair Maria Whitmore.  

 Seconded by Commissioner Sandra Lopez.   

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 

 

 
  



XI. DIRECTOR REPORT  

 

Executive Director Maria Arriaga presented her report to the Commissioners, outlining her 

ongoing efforts to advance the Commission’s mission. The Commissioners expressed their 

appreciation for her hard work and dedication. 

 

Motion 15 to approve the Directors report was made by Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez.  

 Seconded by Commissioner Aida Evans.   

 

Vote yes: Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez, Commissioner Aida Evans, Governor’s 

Representative Evelyn Haro, Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez, Commissioner Sandra Lopez, Chair 

Maria Whitmore, Commissioner Adi Dobbins, Commissioner Marilyn Schacht.  

 

Vote no: None.  Motion passed. 

 

 

XII. COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 12:00 pm 

 

Commissioner Leticia Rodriguez: Assisted students in preparing dance performances for Hispanic 

Heritage Month celebrations. Coordinated a popcorn fundraiser to support the event. 

Additionally, helped organize an informational session to educate immigrants on their rights; 

however, attendance was low due to concerns related to potential ICE presence. 

 

Commissioner Aida Evans: Attended the South Heartland District Health Department community 

meeting and assisted with providing transportation for immigrant families to attend the event. 
Additionally, she helped initiate ESL classes for individuals who do not qualify for traditional 

ESL programs. She reported that Catholic Social Services is currently supporting families with 

food, as well as financial assistance for rent and utilities. She has also been providing support 

to rural schools through the migrant program. 

  

Governor’s Representative Evelyn Haro: Reported ongoing collaboration with meatpacking 

facilities across Nebraska to support and monitor worker rights and ensure safe working 

conditions. Additionally, participation continues on the steering committee for the Sanctuary 

House project in Omaha 

 

Vice-Chair Jaime Suarez: Noted that he has been focused on business obligations and has been 

unable to dedicate significant time to commission activities in recent months. 

 

Chair Maria Whitmore: Continues to assist mothers and women in need.  

 

Commissioner Marilyn Schacht: Assisted in organizing an event in Crete in collaboration with the 

Mobile Guatemalan Consulate to provide consular services to local Guatemalan families. 

Additionally, she has been actively working to build partnerships with organizations to 

address service gaps identified within her community. 

 

Commissioner Sandra Lopez: Has been assisting small businesses in obtaining loans and navigating 

the application process. 



 

Commissioner Adi Dobbins: Successfully held the Viva North Platte event, which saw a strong 

turnout of youth participants. The event also served as an opportunity to promote the Nebraska 

Latino Youth Summit (NELYS). 
  

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION (MOTION) 1:00-2:00pm 

 

The executive session was held from 12:36 PM to 1:00 PM. 
 

XIV. NEXT MEETING- 

 

December 6th 2025- hastings, NE. 

 

Quarterly meetings for 2026:  

Saturday, March 14th, 2026 

Saturday, May 2, 2026  

Saturday, August 15th 2026 

Saturday, October 10 2026 
 

XV. ADJOURN 3:00 pm   

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:59 PM 

 

Acting Secretary: Commissioner Adi Dobbins 

Transcribed by: Marketing and Communications Specialist Ricardo Alcala 


