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On January 29, 1972 the six Comm:l

co-signed by Senator Eugene Mahoney. The identification of the
Bill is LB 1081 for an act to create a Commission on Mexican-
Amencans, to provide for an Executive Director and to provide
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=1 NEBRASKA
COMMISSION

ON LATINO-
~ AMERICANS

OUR MISSION:

Our Mission is to serve as a link between the Nebraska State Government
and the Hispanic/Latino Community.

OUR VISION:

Our Vision is to empower the Hispanic/Latino Community through a
proactive approach to issues that affect their access to education, social
political, and economic opportunities in Nebraska.

HISTORY:

The Mexican American Commission was first established with the passage
of LB1081 during the 1972 Legislature. On July 15,2010, LB139 officially
changed our name to the Nebraska Commission on Latino-Americans.

The Commission is comprised of ten commissioners from across the State
of Nebraska, one of which serves as the Governor’s representative.
Commissioners are selected by the Governor to represent the diversity of
the Hispanic/Latino population in Nebraska.

The Commission joins forces with other organizations to identify, and work
to resolve, issues that affect Nebraska’s Hispanic/Latino population. We
support and promote annual events with many of these organizations to
encourage education and inspire Hispanic/Latino youth.

Created

81-8,262. Commission on Latino-Americans; created; term, defined.

There is hereby created the Commission on Latino-Americans. For purposes
of sections 81-8,262 to 81-8,271.01, commission means the Commission on
Latino-Americans. Source:Laws 1972, LB 1081, § 1; Laws 2010, LB139, § 1.
Effective Date: July 15, 2010

Functions

81-8,265. Commission; functions. The functions of the commission shall be
to:

(1) Gather and disseminate information and conduct hearings, conferences,
and special studies on problems and programs concerning
Latino-Americans;

(2) Serve the needs of Latino-Americans, especially in the fields of
education, employment, health, housing, welfare, and recreation by
offering such services as it may establish for the translation of documents
and for the direct assistance of clients, exclusive of legal representation, in
matters relating to any federal department or agency or any department or
agency of the state or a political subdivision thereof;

(3) Develop, coordinate, and assist public and private organizations and
coordinate and assist the efforts of state departments and agencies to
serve the needs of Latino-Americans;

(4) Propose new programs concerning Latino-Americans;

(5) Evaluate existing programs and proposed legislation concerning
Latino-Americans;

(6) Stimulate public awareness of the problems of Latino-Americans by
conducting a program of public education and encourage the Governor
and the Legislature to develop programs to deal with these problems; and
(7) Conduct training programs for community leadership and service
project staff.

Source: Laws 1972,LB 1081, § 4; Laws 1983,LB 83, § 1; Laws 2010,
LB139, § 2. Effective Date: July 15, 2010.

Our Commissioners
Nuestros Comisionados
Yesenia Peck (Chair)

Omaha, NE
mypeck@nppd.com

Aida Evans(Vice-Chair)
Hastings
aidaburgos.ao@gmail.com

-

Leticia Rodriguez

= (Secretary)

Madison, NE

e-mail lrodrigu@esu8.org

Jaime Suarez
Omaha, NE
jaimesd@jlapgroup.com

Maria Whitmore
Shelby, NE
mlatinc21@gmail.com

Cristina Castro
Matukewicz

Omaha, NE :
cristinacastromatukewicz@gmail.com

Lali Sage
Lincoln, NE
lali.sage@nebraska.gov

Patricia Castro
Columbus, NE
npcastro@columbushosp.org

Maria Arriaga
Executive Director

Dora Lima
Office Specialist

Abril Garcia
Public Information Officer

State Capitol
Sixth Floor

PO BOX 94965
Lincoln NE 68509

Tel. 402-471-2791
latino.info@nebraska.gov

.

www.latinoac.nebraska.gov
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GOVERNOR APPOINTS NEW COMMISSIONERS
Governor J. James Exon appointed Yolanda Chavez Rose Carmen Martinez of Gering, Nebraska as Com-
Nuncio of Alda, Nebraska as Commissioner for the Mex- mmsloncr to replucc Jem Qu!ma of Scottsbluff. Previously
ican-American Commission. Ms. Nuncio replaces Ygnasio is Anthony Mandujano of
Valdez of Grand Island. Governor Exon also appointed Ms.

to the
Scottsbluff, Nebraska.

Yolanda Chavez Nuncio, Commissioner R_ou- Carmen i C

Governor James Exon appointed Yolanda
Chavez- Nuncio of Alda Nebraska, Rose Carmen
Martinez of Gering, and Anthony Mandujano of
Scottsbluff as Commissioners.

Stanley Porras, Director of the Mexican
American Commission from 1972-1979 with
the Honorable Fernando E.C. de Baca, during
a trip to Washington D.C. attending the Forum
of National Hispanic Organization. (1976)

Joseph Ramirez
5236 South 19th
Omaha, thvnn. 68] 7
-733-0

Home::
Office: 2 345, 7 l

0ffice

*Ex Officio Member

Glen Soukup
Governor's chrvsenuu-e
300 South 1
L!mln mmn 68508

308-382-9668

Office

& ofﬂ:e 402-471-2306
Here is a list of Commissioners whose terms expired in 1973,
1974, and 1975. Glen Soukpu was the Governor’s Representative.

Governors office

state Captiol
Lincoln, 68508

Commissioners:

Glen Soukun

B. N Garcia
Joseph J. Juarez
Raymond Ramirez
Jess2 Quijas
Rachel Rodriguez
Ignacio Valdez
Louisa Garcia
Simon Orta
Father Valdez

Listed above are the Commissioners of the
Mexican American Commission who served in
the early ‘70s and their specified regions.

years, the commission had two different offices:
Lincoln community.
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Happy NEw YEAR FROM THE LINcoLN OFfFice

COMMISSION STAFF..

Juan Bautista— Virginia Or;iz

In the above photo the Commission Staff for the Llncoln Office is sending a Happy New Year message. During those
one that served the Scottsbluff area and another one serving the

www.latinoac.nebraska.gov




Report Cards
Translated Into Spanish

Scottsbluff Public Schools, Scottsbluff, Nebraska, issued
report cards in Spanish for the first time during the 1977-
78 school term. The Spanish translations of the District’s
four report cards (kindergarten, grades 1-3, grades 4-6,
secondary) are attached to the English
translation experience for families of Mexican-American
students. Scottsbluff Schools is one of the few systems in
the state to issue report cards in Spanish.
The report cards are a part of many school notices,
booklets and forms that were translated during the sum-
mer of 1977 to be used to communicate with parents whose
primary language is Spanish. Building handbooks and
students rights information are a part of the materials now
offered to parents. About forty-two families were !nden-
tified through assessment as having requested bilingual
notices.
All families in the Roosevelt elementary attendance area
jve bilingual materials. Also, a bilingual homc-schqol
liaison position has been started in lt.ne schools to assist
families with itional pr The
translation project was a part of the school dis!

requests of th O

f Civil Rights.

‘Mexican-American

king ability has also
a continuation

Rios 1l conducted the first front-line

needs assessment  workshop  for the

st Training Institute in El Paso, Texas. This pro-
recent continuation of the special grant that
wvarded to the State Mexican American Commis-
through HEW in Washington, D.C. via the

i )
Southwest Training Institute. The project will provide

INFORMACION IMPORTANTE SOBRE LA VACUNA
CONTRA LA INFLUENZA PORCINA (SWINE FLU) Y INFLUENZA
A-VICTORTA (BIVALENTE)

La enferzedad

La {nfluenza es causada por virus. Las personas Que contraen esta
enfermedad generalmente sufren fiebre, escalofrios, dolores de cabeza
tos seca o dolores musculares. La enfermedad puede durar unos dias o'
hasta mas de una semana, y por lo general la recuperacidn es completa.
Sin embargo, }ns complicaciones que surgen de esta enfermedad pueden
causar neumonia o hasta muerte eén algunos casos. Para las personas
mayores o las que padecen diabetes o enfermedades del corazom, pulzdn
o rinon la influenza puede ser especialmente grave.

Es suy poco probable que Ud. haya desarrollado suficiente {nmunidad
contra la influenza porcina (swine flu), ya que durante los Gltizos 45
aBos 0o han ocurrido brotes extensos de esta enfermedad entre la
poblacidn humasa. Usted puede o no tener suficiente inzmunidad contra
la {afluenza A-Victoria, aunque muchos norteamericanos contrajeron esta
enferzedad el pasado invierno, cuando causd mis de 12,000 zuertes.

La vacuna

La vacuna no puede producirle la influenza porque se prepara con virus
muertos. Las vacunas que se usan en la actualidad producen menos
efectos secundarios que las que se ban en el pasado. Za

con algunas otras vacunas, la vacuna contra la i{nfluenza se puede
administrar sin peligro durance el embarazo.

La mayoria de las personas necesitarin sblo una inyeccién para quedar

training in the area of substance abuse to individuals
throughout Hispanic communities in Nebraska.

The training needs assessment workshop identified
training areas that will be covered in the special training
program. Despite weather conditions, twenty-five
dividuals attended the training workshop, although
many individuals from distant communit
to attend.

Salvador A. Rios, the training Coordinator, along with
the Assistant Regional Training Director, Eddie Lozada,
recently met with the Nebraska Drug Commission and

rts, have

protegidas contra la influenza porcina (swine flu) y la {afluenza g
A-Vicroria & la pré porada de influenza. Sin embargo, es
posible que las personas menores de 25 ados de edad necesiten una segunda
{nyeccién o una dosis diferente. Si Ud. ciene menos de 25 afios de edad
¥ 0o recibe anexo a esta hoja uo aviso referente a esa informacidn, entonc!

&

For the first time, Scottsbluff
Public Schools issued report
cards in Spanish, Grades K-8

Since its inception, the Commission created different

for families of  Mexican molememion ol o ot ways to keep the community informed about health
American students. The Satinfebnan 2 issues. Important information about the Swine Flu
Mexican American : : Vaccine was shared in our newsletter in the ‘70s.
Commission highlighted this N the '70s the Mexican

American Commission

accomplishment in  our

monthly newsletter. conducted the First Front-line

Counseling Needs Assessment
workshop, a continuation of a
grant awarded to the Mexican
American  Commission  in
Washington.

COALITION OF
HISPANIC
ORGANIZATIONS
FORMED IN OMAHA

For the last year, various Mexican American groups
within Omaha have discussed the possibility of uniting to
present a concerted effort to city, county, state and federal
entities to demonstrate the needs of the Chicano communi-
ty.

Informal discussion was finally put into action after
ives from the American G. 1. Forum and the
Chicano Awareness Center met across the table to discuss
common concerns. From these meetings a concensus was
reached and the group developed an organizational struc-
ture for the coalition and the following preamble:

EL GOBERNADOR NOMBRA NUEV:

GOVERNOR NAMES NEW COMMISSIONERS E
MIEMBROS A LA COMISION

Three new members have been appointed to the Mexica
American Commission by Governor J. James Ex
ing three year terms will be: Clemente Aguilar of
Rita Frost of South Sioux City, and Jonas Rodriguez of
Kearney. Their terms will end in May of 1981. The new

During this decade a
coalition of Hispanic
organizations formed

Tres miembros nuevos han sido designados a la Comi-
sion Mejicana Americana por el Gobernador J. James Ex-
on. Cumpliendo plazas de tres ahos seran: Clemente
Aguilar de Lincoln, Rita Frost de South Sioux City, v
Jonas Rodriguez de Kearney. Sus plazas se terminarah en

If we as Chicanos are to guarantee a better life for
ourselves and for future generations to come, we must re-
main in common bondage, stipulating from our dif-
ferences and similarities so that we become one. When we
suffer, we suffer as Raza, one. When we are oppressed, we

commissioners are replacing Nick Carcia, Joseph Juarez e oo Wheniwe dreldl
and Atanacio Carranza.(] mayo de 1981. Ellos toman los lugares de Nick Garcia, we are dlsenfranchis 7 . . .
ed as Mexicans. When we are poison-
Joseph Juares, y Atanacio Carranza.] ed, by a di i itive, and p (i n Oma ha tO dISCU SS
educational system, we are poisoned as Mexican. But when H S
we aspire, we aspire as one Raza. When we dream of a bet- th e pOSSI bl I |ty Of

ter life for our children our brothers and sisters, mothers
and fathers, we dream as one Raza. No one ever desires or
dreams of a better life for the G. I. Forum, or perhaps the

uniting to present a

Chicano Awareness Center or even the East Side Human

Resource CenlerbBwhwe all dream fln terms of Raza. The conce rte d effo rt
organizations in Omaha, made up of individual Raza, have .

come together in common bondage to form the ‘‘United d emon St I’atl n g t h e

Hispanic Council of Omaha.”* Dedicated to the advance-
ment of all Hispanos of Omaha. Tomorrow belongs to us.

With these thoughts in mind, a coalition was created to
fulfill ns and dreams which for so
coalition con-

needs of the Mexican
American community.

The Mexican American
Commission was part
of this coalition.

S S N R O AS RO DRIGUEZ CONMMISSIQNER Rl EROST COMMISSIONEDR

In 1978 Governor Exon named new Commissioners: Clemente
Aguilar, Jonas Rodriguez, and Rita Frost. All of their terms were
set to expire in 1981.
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70s

ding Individuals

Honors Outstan

Sally Dittmar Sam Franco

Pete Urdiales, our second‘Executive
delivered a testimony against the bill | ¢ %

LB51. He said: “..in its attempt to b e B : 1§ € - Coltrin—
penalize the employer for hiring e : i

undocumented workers, would open
the door to blatant discrimination by
the same employer against the \
Nebraska Mexican residents”. LI

Ralph Grajeda

. Divis gives the invocation. From left to right:

SALVADOR A. RIOS, II
et o e e e Lo B % Analyst :
Analista de Investigaciones
Lincoln Office
Oficina de Lincoln

FIRST INDIVIDUALLY-OWN EDl
1= 7 §

In the '70s the
Commission hired a
research analyst for the
Lincoln office.

1.C. Plaza

In the '70s the Commission

highlighted Susie Gonzalez as having

the first individually owned Mexican During its first Latino/Hispanic recognition, the

restaurant in Grand Island. Commission honored outstanding individuals that
made a difference in the community.

" Josie Porras accepted for Stan Porras

{

DANIA J. INGUANZO
Public Information Officer
Oficial de Informacion Publica
Lincoln Office

Western Office Presenting GOVERNOR CHARLES THONE ISSUES PROCLAMATION
Radio Program in Spanish %E\g

on Station KMOR — FM

The Scottsbluff Office, in cooperation with radio sta-
tion KMOR - FM is presenting a 30 minute radio pro-
gram in Spanish on Sundays to broadcast information

that the Commission has gathered and other et ot oS ot et ST
announcements of interest to the Spanish speaking HOTE G Lo, oo 1 Forn

community. The program which includes announce; On August 31, 1979, approxin ;

ments and music will also in the future, have gues i :‘ .

speakers. In addition to the Sunday program, spot e signing : o } Dlang Inguanzg was the
announcements through the week will be broadcast in 'g;\i‘;”&"°o§'u“=’§‘zmn°’:’:?$".‘..’.‘Zé$‘.€:‘°:&£2°.’;f”.l‘a ! _' | Public Information Officer
Spanish. Maria Elena Pedroza, the Western Office opieais o oeetiS meicymenl mond oter v . ] from the Lincoln office in

Secretary who translates the information into Spanish
for broadcasting is currently the announcer for the
nroaram. .

1979.

BILINGUAL PROGRAMS THREATENED
Lau Remedies” is the popular name for a federal

The Mexican American Commission_ had a g%um;om::‘;mmﬁ
second office in Scottsbluff and this office oLauemscon ware it
presented a 30-minute radio program in OMAHA SITE OF NATIONAL G, FORUM ;
Spanish on Sundays to broadcast information B o o Hi]sonaiic 5|gn(|e_|derit;ch2

relevant to the Latino community. ety 15 S i oot e heenean p ag
Coreamon ‘ Sanlatively scheduicd to bo old on Fonruny 54 164 Week  Proclamation.
ies S ’ il 1990atthe Holiday Inn at 72nd and Grover in Omahy) On the I’Ight Side iS the
proclamation signed

by Governor Thone.

In 1979, Governor

President
0Co

a
I8 FOF further information, you may contact Mr. 1.
I 14409 south 19th Street in Omaha. phone 733

Page 5- Commission On Latino-Americans www.latinoac.nebraska. gov



E i i TNUTES
Xecutive Director ).I.M,T“b' Sk
$14,000.00 MEXICAN-AMERICAN COMMISSION MEETING
Secrecary Deceaber 10, 1971
4,700.00
Fringe
1,780.00 RS PRESENT: GUESTS PRESENT:
Travel 2,000.00 Mc. B. N. Garcia Governor J. J. Exon
P i ; Mr. Ignacio Valdez Mr. John Sul}ivan
exr Diem 3,000.00 Mr. Jesse Quijas . Mr. Glen Soukup
3 - 3 Mr. Joseph J. Juarez Mr. Rudy Perallez
Printing Costs 1,500.00 Mr. Sam Franco Mr. Jerry Kromberg
Mr. Raymond Ramirez
Telephone 1,500.00 =
Equipment s 600.00 . On December 10, 1971 the Commission medaer§ assimb‘led at'1:30 E .‘1 ia the.
Governor's Hearing Room for the first meeting of the Mexican-American Commission.
e ZiRO%aes Mr. John Sullivan, Administrative Assistant to the Governor, :;ncgoduced ‘rv\im—
i i self and indicated that he would be the representative from :m": oVernor s‘
Office coppliss SO Office that will be working closely with the Commission. He also sia:e&'i that
the Governor's Office would cooperate in any possible way witr} the Commission
EoStage 300.00 in helping the plight of all of the Mexican-American people of ;:w State.
Mr. Sullivan ended by saying that the Governor's office 'would lx._uz ax: annual
Miscellaneous - 500.00 report from the Commission in which the members would sit down wi th the
Governor and explore the areas of advance, concem, etc.

TOTAL 32,980.00

Mr. Sam Franco then advised Mr. Sullivan that the Commission fe%:f‘na: :.'ne'y
ould be more meaningful than just an advisory committee. He indicated that
s will be a Commission with "some drive behind it." Mr. Franco stated that

meamk woul i t legislative action in order to get the law
The first proposed budget for the Mexican American Senind the. Conaisstons MR
Commission was $32,980 for the fiscal year 1972-1973. ;

Mr. Sullivan then suggested that
work on the drop-out rate o
over 70%). He stated thatit

ion's priorities be to
the educational system
ched on immediately

Governor then arrived ting and disc v;tal o: d)me‘h‘oug.
xican-American problems f u g em, ecc. S
he State of Nebraska wit i ed them luck and pledged
his continual support.

te Statue

ers are distinguished and knowledgeable
Teaders in thei ities. The Commission C
directs acti ves policies and
actions of the Advisory Committees, Executive
Director and reviews appeals for grants,
assistance, or action from communities, and
other agencies.

Next on the agenda was . ination
Mr. Nick Garcia was nc d Etex nouinations.:
Mr. Garcia was elect

ties and 2pp

s to the problems

EXECUTIVE | DIRECTOR - STAFF

LOCAL ADVISORY | COMMITTEES

The above committees will be responsible to the local commissioner (:

re |- [Hearth |- {Educat nt

these committees. (2 <

Five advisory committees formulate and recommend Commission positions o vi related to th y icci i i i
et e e e ol S In the '70s, the Commission held its first annual Hispanic
;)]r mcs.i Committees will take the necessary action concerned h the request or complaints.
Alternatives H ) &

1. Committe:

awards banquet. A group of 150 individuals across

epf»csentiug the Commission will initiate whatever action has to be taken at the local level.

2. 1f the comitteo feels that it is robuithin thelvealmy 1E Will then be subnittad to the Comnission Nebraska gathered at the Lincoln Hilton Ballroom.
who will then present it to the Executive Direct: committees are required to develop
. and maintain their oyn operating rulestwhich by the Commission. =

In the above photo the Commission Committee structure
in the '70s.

First Annual Hispanic Awards Banquet

These are the minutes of the first
meeting of the Mexican
American Commission held on
December 10th, 1971, months
before the presentation of the bill
in the legislature. John Sullivan,
Administrative Assistant to the
Governor, was present as a
representative of the Governor.

<L |

Josie Porras accepts the award for her husband, Stan Porras.

Guest Speakers and Special Guests. From left to right Alegandvg
Cabrales, Mrs. Roland Luedtke, Don Pacheco, Sam Franco, Rolan
adtheJoun Cabiales

Leudtk

www.latinoac.nebraska .gov Page 6 - Commission On Latino-Americans



. 2 nced

Governor Charles Thone nmr:::f"w for
' cial tas
the formation of & ~pm\l:‘)l‘: :‘\k“ \
the development uf AN Prog
ity Business Enterprise by Lt
task force will be h.-;.dmd e
Roland Luedtke and !
Ly he Minority Business
e o “‘h(‘;rli:( rl ‘Also included on
Enterprise @ cross section of indi-
the task force is a Cross se e
iduals who have demonstratef é 5
hip in their area of expertise and &
Lire to insure the future success oF
Ininority and women owned businesses
n Nebraska.

The objectives of the task force will
pe to:

1. Determine the economic state of
hinority and women owned businesses

ithin Nebraska
2. Develop a preh e plan to
crease the dollar volume of purchases Pictured with Governor. Thone are left o right: Paul Guiterrez, Jesse Coroay
i ninarityfana oo e dors R s Hanlen Darey Conts Lo Goveror Teiike R
2x e Ll

Governor Thone announced the formation of a special task
force for the Nebraska Minority Business Enterprise
Program. Jesse Cervantes, our executive director back
then, was present.

THE STAFE OF THE
Mggifc AN AMERICAN COMMISSION
M

JESSE CERVAN‘TES GLORIA MEDINA DE REIFENRATH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

N. STEVEN KING HECTOR D. MOTA
RESEARCH ANALYST PULBIC INFORMATION OFFICER

HOPE ACEVEDO
STAFF ASSISTANT

JERRY LEE JENSEN
ADMINISTRATIVE AS

— OLGA DOERING
g ‘ARY/TRANSLATOR

Some of the staff that helped the Commission
during the ‘80s.

The '80s were times for change for
women leadership. Linda Valencia
was the first Deputy Sheriff in
Douglas County. She graduated
in 1975 with a degree in Social
Work, her story was featured in
our monthly newsletter.

Page 7 - Commission On Latino-Americans

The Commission has recognized the importance of the
Census and since the ‘80s has been part of the awareness
campaign of the benefits of being counted.

COMMISSION
AWARDS
PRESENTED

At the Commission
Meeting held in Omaha
on June 14th, Chair-
man Aguilar presented
awards on behalf of the
Mexican American
Commission to past
Commissioners: Joseph
Ramirez—Omaha,

- David Leon—Alliance,
Alvaro Escamilla, MATA Club Tony Mandujano—

President accepting award from  geottshluff, Rose Mar-
Chairman Agudar. — tin07 Bindschadler—
N Cottsbluff and Yo-

fed to Alvaro “Gypsy”
olvement and leader-
outh programs and

exican Americans in

tly President of the

rough Association)
in Lincoln.o

The Commission presented an award to Alvaro Gypsy
Escamillo for his involvement andleadership role in the
development of youth.

[ / In the '80s, the Hispanic
& TN Women's Committee  of
LULAC was formed. Olivia
Guerra was the chairperson,
her story was featured in our
monthly newsletter.

l‘.’l‘}z‘:(.‘cum. Hispanic Women's Committee Chairperson of

www.latinoac.nebraska.gov




BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND
THE REAGAN POSITION

ppor nd
c lovel constant with that of their

and a half million school

ol
against children who face language barriers.”

Until the time that the new rules are developed, the
Department of Education will continue to work under
the proposed guidelines, but those guidelines do not

ill be implemented with

Bilingual education was a priority for the Mexican
American Commission. In the ‘80s, our newsletter
highlighted the ups and downs of the proposed bilingual
education during the Reagan administration.

The Mexican
American
Commission
was very active
in creating
workshops for
unrepresented
(‘ﬂoria Reifenrath presenting data at Omaha Elderly Work- Communities'
i In the '80s, the
ELDERLY WORKSHOP L
it , d held its second
wor(l)(ghi;lgng}%islxisnlicﬂﬁd(;gln;r:;sgzxz gf? };ﬁel téos:\crg?s‘ wor kS ho P f:O r
sion’s continued program on a national, state and local the Hlspan IC
level. The workshop was targeted to the Omaha Metro- Eld erIy.

politan Area. Over 200 agencies, service providers and

individuals were invited. Again, as with the Scotts-

bluff Workshop, attendance was poor, only 9 people

attended. This in itself is illustrative of one of the

many problems facing the Hispanic Elderly on a social
1. AT T

service le: i
The worksho; ren King, Gloria

out, the

www.latinoac.nebraska.gov

OMAHA HISPANIC CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE FORMS

Tg nization and tech-
Mlarcus Rincén, Field

The Mexican American Commission announced the first

Omaha Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. A number of
Hispanic businessmen gathered to form a committee for
the creation of a Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

COMMISSION DISCUSSES DEATHS

On Saturday, January 9, 1982, the Commission held its
regularly scheduled meeting. One of the topics of concern was
with two known fatal accidents at the Iowa Beef Processing
Plant in Dakota City, Nebraska. The Commission was parti-
cularly concerned about this situation because the Service
Company that does the cleaning at the plant employs a work-
force that is approximately 70 percent Hispanic, many of
whom speak only Spanish.

_ The grave nature of these incidents were brought to Com-
missioner Antonio Gomez of South Sioux City, and in turn
bro_ught to the Commission meeting. The type of accident
which has caught the attention of the Commission has occur-
red twice within the past five months, in apparently the same
area and on the night shift which is primarily comprised of

|_Mexican Americans.

Some work accidents from our constituents have been
brought up to the attention of the Commission over our
years of service. In the ‘80s, two fatal accidents at the IBP
Plant in Dakota City were known. The Commission made
sure the rights of the workers were enforced.

Page 8 - Commission On Latino-Americans




80s

NEW COMMISSIONER SANCHEZ
TAPPE

Governor Robert Kerrey announced the appoint-
ment of Olga Sanche: of Wakefield to the Mex-
ican American Commission.

The 36 year old Tappe is a Spanish and English as
a Second Language (ESL) teacher at the Wakefield
Community schools. She is a former ESL and Spanish
teacher for the Northeast Technical Community Col-
lege; a house parent-instructor for Lancaster County
Office of Mental Retardation; and counselor for His-
panic students at the University of Nebraska.

A_ graduate of the University of Nebraska with a
B.S. in education and a Foreign Language Endorsement
from Wayne State, Olga is also a student working on
her Masters at Wayne State.

“I am one of twelve children born to Jesus Sanchez
and Micaela Garivay who used to bring us to Lincoln
from Lytle, Texas to work in the asparagus farm,” she
proudly says. “Most of us ended up staying in the Lin-

In the 80’s Governor Robert
Kerrey  announced the
appointment of Olga
Sanchez Tappe, Ann Valdez,
and Antonio Gomez as
Commissioners. Lazaro
Flores was hired as the new
Public Information Officer.

coln area. In fact., my :l‘mf'-hsr sﬁll lives in Lincoln.

ATION COMMISSIONER ANTONIO GOMEZ

I . The  Commission
would like to welcome Mr.
Antonio Gomez of South
Sioux City as a new mem-
ber. Mr. Gomez was
appointed by Governor
Charles Thone to serve a

NEW PUBLIC INFORM
I

Lazaro Flores has
been hired as the new
Public Information Offic-
er for the Commission. He
replaces Hector Mota who
i the director of

ress in

three year term to expire
May 16, 1984.
Commissioner Gomez
was born in Matanzas,
Jalisco where he resided
until 1971. When asked
why he came to the Un-
ited States, he said, "Just
like everyone else, T was

SER-

Omaha. Flore:
ate of Falfurri
School in Falfurrias,
Texas.

McPherson College in
McPherson, Kansas
where he received his de-

gree in Spanish in 1972. .
As the new PIO, Lazaro will be responsible for the = looking for a better oppor-

i vl o thiel Oonitriaston; HE tunity.” Mr. Gomez has done very well, first working
beets, then trucking tomatoes, and finally working ata

o
will be in charge of public information including media e e e o ST s
reladon s dsveloping and dissemninat] fonl 4lso runs a store in partnership With his brother-in-
brochures and bulletins on a rogular basis. In addition, i fore in 3 ; :
he will be publishing our bilingual newsletter. i I L
Flores previously was an area coordinator for the bt

Kansas Council of Agricultural Workers and Low In-

come Families in Garden City, Kansas in 1972. In
1973, he moved to Lincoln where he began working for

| Industri

ing from

the Rehabilita-
ka and present
Industrializa-

mily o
when she was four
years old in order to be
with her grandparents
who were farm laborers in
western Neb
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR LOCAL AIDS TASK FORCES

AIDS is an epidenic of global proportion. He as individuals, as members of a comsunity, as a nation,
and as a wor1d must cose to grips with the future which es ahead. There s no cure for AIDS, and
the number of people stricken with the disease is going to continue to grow, until some sort of cure
is found. It fs frightening to think about...TRUE. Hhat fs even more frightening though is ho we as
individuals are going to deal with the disease on a personal level. He can react with fear tactics,
with reprisals of hate and discrinination towards those already stricken with the disease; or we can
react with compassion, common sense, and determination.

AIDS i contracted by engaging in high-risk behavior, nasely: sharing IV needles (be it for i11icit
drugs or taking steroids....sharing needles is dangerous), and unsafe sex practices (IE: multiple
partners, anal intercourse, sex with anyone you don't know, and sex without the use of a latex condon
which has spermicidal jelly Non Oxyl 9). Other ways in which AIDS has been contracted is that it has
been passed to unborn children fron their mothers who are infected with AIDS, and from blood
transfusion of contaminated blood (blood is now screened for the virus).

Avoid high-risk behavior and you avoid AIDS.

The best thing that we can do as individuals is to educate ourselves, our children, and our comsunity
about the avoidance of high risk behavior. One of the best ways to become educated about the AIDS
epidenic is to become involved in your community's AIDS Task Force. If there fsn't one in your

Commissioner 1.C. Plaza and Senator Karen Kilgarin, both
of Omaha, displaying plaque presented to the Senator for her|

r

community, contact the state health department and ask for their assistance in starting one.

In the '80s, the Mexican American Commission
joined thousands of health organizations to
create awareness about AIDS when the virus
began to spread throughout the United States. It
was important for the Commission to keep our
community informed.
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SPANIC ART EXHIBITION

2 Mansion of Omaha was the site for the
First Annual Hispanic Art Exhibition on October 21,
151)84. The exhibition was so successful that it is being
considered as a future major event for the Hispanic
mmﬂzn;ﬁnsion located at 3708 Farnam Street in
Omaha is a stately, cream-colored brick edliﬁce that
was built in 1907 by brewing magnate Gottlieb Storz.
The mansion is presently operated by Arthur C. Storz,
Jr., grandson of Gottlieb, and the Friends of the Storz
Home Committee who conduct daily tours so people can
enjoy its prized Old World ornaments, paintings, fur-
niture, stained glass, and many other attractions.
e g T ;

|

HI
The Stor:

; y ]

.AnaSparta,a" 11, Iptor and a self-employed
algn care pnnmltapt, organized the art exhibition as a
means of mupduc_mg Hispanic culture to the commu-
nity and to share it with all ther ethnic groups.

03 provided us with
David Catalan,

sited. Then we
can see the re-
rooms of the

ptures, other
Garcia, Alice

ranging from

Sparta pointed
ancestors is
with color,

ld by art.”

the lives of the Hisp

P!

The commission presented
the Firest Annual Hispanic Art
Exhibition in the 80's. This
exhibition was held at the
Storz Mansion of Omaha. The
Mexican American
Commission

presented the First Annual
Hispanic Art Exhibition in the
'80s. This exhibition was held
at the Storz Mansion of
Omaha. The work of sculptor
Ana Sparta was shown at the
Storz Mansion.

The Commission presented a
plague to Senator Karen Kilgarin
for her commitment to improve
the lives of the Hispanic
community.

COMMISSION RECEIVES
COMMENDATION ON ASSISTING
MEAT PACKING PLANT

At a news confer-
ence held Saturday
August 18, 1984 at
the Scottsbluff City
Council Conference
Room, State Senator
William Nichols an-
nounced the award-
ing of a $300,000
grant to the city of
Scottsbluff who in
turn will lend it to
Western Valley
Packing Company
for their re-opening
plans.

Western Valley
Packing previously
known as, Flannery
Packing ilad been

Senator William Nichol closed since Febru-
. 7 “ary of 1982, a victim
of economic times and poor markets. With its closing,

many people of the Mexi ! Communif
out of jobs, = o b were

The Mexican American
Commission through his
Executive Director was

instrumental in the reopening of
a plant in Scottsbluff.

Rudy Peralez contacted the
Department of Economic
Development and the city of
Scottsbluff with the intent of
generating interest in the
reopening of the plant.

CONT. ON PAGE 11
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80s

In June 4, 1985, the
icsi MEXICAN AMERICAN COMMISSION
Commission was defunded. |-. NEWSLETTER
— The Legislature adopted : WSLI “ :
MEXICAN AMERICAN COMMISSION ; : A _ "APUBLICATION FOR NEBRASKA'S HISPANCS
: Legislative Bill 722 called T porTe
) i /2 LAST ISSUE ADIOS
LETTER The State Budget Bill IR Ot o8
! i H . . . THE UNDOING OF THE MEXICAN
e A PUBLICATION FOR NEBRASKA'S HISPANICS" which included eliminating _ AMERIGAN COMMISSION
" VOLUME XI, NUMBER 1  WINTER 1986 funds for the Mexican
COMMISSION REFUNDED!! COMISION REESTABLECIDA American Commission.
On July 1, 1986, the Nebraska Mexican American Com- £l primero de julio de 1986, la Comisién Mexicana GOVern or BOb Kerrey Slg ned
mission became fully operational once again after being Amerioanadel estaco do Nebr‘asl:’a cor:esn;: suse opers ) g <
funding from the Nebraska State Legislature. uncionales nuevamente despus r sido
e e o Y e ahd  oiogad lanoos monatanos pox s i e 5 the bill into law within <
ceased to be functional on June 30, 1985. Between the tado de Nebraska. La Comision fue suspendida el 4 de o
time that the Gommission was defunded and the time junio del afio pasado, y ceso Sus operaciones comleta- chan gestoit.
that its funds were restored, it was granted only enough mente el 30 de junio del 1985. Durante el tiempo que la
funding to keep the Board of Commissioners functional. Comisién fue suspendida hasta el tiempo que fue restau-
It did not, however, have an office nor a staff during this rada mantuvo paraman-
period. A year later after picking itself up and dusting it- tenerlas iones de los mi dela
self off, the Commission has been working diligently to tiva. Sin embargo, no contaba con oficina o personal ad-
get itself back in the swing of things again. ministrativo. Un afio despues, después de haberse sacu- |" hl ;wb;:mmu
The firstin the series of events which led to the refund- dido el polvo resultado de la quietud, la Comisién ha es- S
ing of the Commission was the March 20 proposed tado trabajando diligentemente para devolver todo a un
amendment to LB1251 (known as the Budget Bill) by estado normal
)maha Senator Ernie Chambers which would include Elpi i dujo alaresti-
e Mexican American Commission, the Indian Commis- wc«éndela(}amsnﬁn fue laenmienda propuestael 20 de On JUly 1 St, 1 986, the
sion and the Commission on the Status of Women in the marzo (conocido como el “budget bill”) por el Senador . .
198687 budget. On March 24, Senator Chambers re-  Ernie Ghambers de Omaha que incluiriaalacomisien |l - [\l@Xican American
quested a vote on this amendment. The Legislature Mexicana Americana, la Comision de Indios y la Comi-
voted down the amendment by a vote of 27-21. si6n de la Condicion de la Mujer en el presupuesto de isci
Unsatisfied with the results of the vote, Senator Cham- 1986-87. El Senador Chambers pidié un voto gobre esta CO m m ISS I O n Wa S refu n d ed
bers renewed the pending amendment to refund the enmienda el 24 de marzo. La Legislacion voté en contra
three commissions on April 2, and once again the Legis- de laenmienda con votos de 27-gL an d beca me fu I Iy
lature voted. This time, the vote was 25-19 in favor of the Insatisfecho con el resultado del voto, el Senador v o
et cuamaz | OPErational once again.

NEW COMMISSIONER

Con Sanchez of Minatare, Nebraska has been
appointed by Governor Kay Orr to the Commis-
sion. Con works as a self-employed building con-
tractor. Currently in his ninth year as a City Coun-
cilman, he brings valuable public service
experience to the Commission.

.
MARTY RAMIREZ - VICE-CHAIR

Marty Ramirez, Tomasa Salas,Con Sanchez, Lucy Cullers, and
Olivia Guerrero served as Commissioners during the '80s.

A dedication ceremony to the Plaza de la Raza was held to
recognize the Hispanic presence in 1988.The name, La Plaza
de la Raza, was selected because of South Omaha’s diverse
ethnic population, and Hispanics have used the plaza the
most since its development in 1982. The symbol on the
plaque is the Aztec calendar. This event was also featured in
our newsletter.

Pictured in the photo fron Teft t : 3§
A1 odriguer, an i odsky? rishe: Bob Canpos, payor Calinger,
¥ e TG e

Nebraskaland Days had a
Mexican Fiesta back in the ‘80s.
This was very popular with the
Latino community. The Mexican
American Commission and its
newsletter featured the queen
and royalty, and the woman and
Hispanic man of the year.

nu Roy

NEBRASKAland DAYS Mexican Fiesta Queer
posing with Fiesta’s Guest of Honor. L to R Laur »f
Omabha, Regina Velasquez of Omaha (1984 Fiesta Queen), ( on-
nie Martinez of Sutherland, All-american football star for the IR e ) i
University of Oklahoma Sooners and Guest of Honor, Tony NEBRASKAland Dt\YS statewide Mexican Fiesta Hispanic
Casillas, Tammy Gaudreault (1985 Fiesta Queen) of Cozad, Woman and Hispanic Man of the Year: Jennie Gutierrez of
Josefina Casillas of North Platte and Isabelle Moreno of Ogal- Lexington and. Alfred MartitasioR O
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e
GLORTA MEDINA BEST has have been honored at local,
= been nominated for the 1991 state and national levels,
Nebraska Teacher of the Year, Each honored teacher is not

Ms. Best is a University of chosen as “The best," but as

Nepraska graduate and re- a representative of all
77777 — ceived her Masters of dedicated teachers.

Education in 1979. She has Ms. Best is the

workedas_q bilingual teacher daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
and a bilingual consultant Gerardo Medina of Mitchell,
for the Nebraska State Nebraska. She, her husband,
Department of Education. She Bill, and their three
is presently employed by the children, Isaac, Ana and
Lincoln Public Schools. Ms. Lucas reside in Lincoln.
Best teaches fifth g IV T THESS

MEXICAN AMERICAN COMMISSION

5 NEWSLETTER

i1

“A PUBLICATION FOR NEBRASKA'S HISPANICS”
APRIL 1996

VOLUME 24, NUMBER 2

«Latino Vote USA - Campaign ‘96"

'he most ambiti L'at"\}:t)er istrati paign in the political history of Lal:'nos in nzagafg
/ i / 4 the United States Hispanic Leadership Con! erence

I ;‘::” LoD Vo{e‘ gf:ﬂm Iaunch.ed i:"resigenrl‘; the h ‘\\//o'ter. ,," i ; ::%:3

de, Jr., Presi of the Midw \ oter Registr f ® : 3 ; : :

g;\r{"\?/g;)k:“qr::a:n::::\e(:e(:ne;! to register one million naw| Lahnﬁ':(ol?srs to vote in the 1996 presidential Gloria Medina was featured in the Mexican American
jon was i he USHLC in Chicago, lllinois. ek ‘

elemonwasmadem.apfessconlerence?ll.e in d by the Midwest-Northeast Voter Reg neWSIGtter, She was nomlnated fOI’ the 1991 Nebraska

ponsored by the Midw!

The national is } i
ject i i i the Southwest Voter Registration

.on Project (MNVREP), with offices in Chicago and New York, and uthy istral

Egucag:: P;g;ect ?SAVREP). with offices in San Antonio and Los Angeles. Cor the two org; Teacher of the Year.
na\‘f:a ized and d over 3,000 nonpart igns to date, reg d over 3,000,000 voters

'aed over 60,000 grass-roots community leaders. 1 %
- mmLalino Vote usg - Campaign ‘96 has three main goals: (1) to recruit, organize, _ar)d train 20.009
volunteers; (2) to conduct 1,000 voter regi ion and i igns to register one million new voters;
o turn five million Latinos out to vote on November 5, 1996. s : B e

o (S)II:ON:bmska, Latino Vote USA kicked off its campaign with a strategy and lqroma'non session in Lupcoln
on February 23. The enthusiasm and support which the campaign received in Lincoln is a _good indication of
even better things to come in the months ahead. Plans are currently being looked at to coa!dtnate a §tate—w»d0
Latino Vote USA voter registration day. Tentatively set for late spring or early summer, this evgnl will be held
ly in each city/ in Ka that is taking part in the Latino Vote USA campaign. For more

information about the “Nebraska Latino Vote USA Campaign 96", contact the Mexican-American Commission

(40204743126 OF MNVREP in Chw’ 0 at 1-(800)959-5151.

Since its inception, the Mexican American Commission has
spread information about voting rights. In 1996, we dedicated
the front cover to the Latino Vote in the USA - Campaign 1996.

LEGISLATIVE
S NEWS

egal immigrants are going to take

a big hit as federal welfare reform

continues. Despite lhcjr need they o ‘ : ‘
LITY ekl il g Cecilia Olivarez Huerta was The Mexican American

assistance. The new federal welfare

reform law totally terminates most legal named Executive Director Commission  presented

it ?;ﬁﬁ??ﬁﬂ;ﬂii??gﬁ.f““ in the '90s, the first woman  Natalie Martinez as the
ans living Income (SSI) onttlypymenis ox poor | )y the years, Senator to ever occupy an Executive Administrative Assistant.

elderly and disabled people). Starting in 2 . Y 3
April, and by the end of August of this Ernie Chambers has been ~ Director position in  the

yeu ksl inmgans wilind | an ally for the Latino  Commission.
15 eSom At A bySaAEhS corT]munlty‘lnourstate.In
Chambers, of Omaha, wouldextendfood | the ‘90s he introduced LB

633, which intended to
extend food stamps to
legal immigrants and,

those with legal status
but were not citizens.

i

Along with Chambers, 4
Don Wesely introduced CENSUS 90
LB 864 which would —_———

extend certain state
welfare benefits to legal
immigrants who lost
federal aid under the
Federal Welfare Reform in
the'90s.

The 90's Census was also a priority for the
Commission and the newsletter promoted
the importance of being counted.
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90s

As we pass Thanksgiving and enter the Christmas holidays, we have many things to be thankful for and
wishes to come true. :

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve those who are in need via the Mexican-American
Commission. The road from the early 70's to the present has not been easy for the Commission. We have
experienced administrative changes, and an ever growing anti-Latino movement, racism, and lack of support
by our own state Latino community. Yet the Commission has endured.

I will admit that the priorities of the Commission have never before been clear. As the new Chair, my
pledge will be to help develop and strengthen the Commission’s priorities. I believe the Commission needs to
be more focused, and we definitely need to reach out into the Latino ¢ ity and ish a dial with

all concerned. We further need to support local organizations as they struggle to confront the issues facing
Latinos in Nebraska.

Finally, my wish for the Commission would be to respect our
individual  differences and to place helping Latinos/Mexican-
Americans/Chicanos as a high priority. We need to be vigilant about helping
our government and our country understand that the health, welfare, and

education of Latinos should be one of the highest prioritics for our nation
and state.

In the photo above, a column by Marty
Ramirez when he was elected Chair of
the Commission. “As the new Chair my
: : S ? pledge will be to help develop and
Our former Executive Director Cecilia Olivarez Huerta  strengthen the commission priorities,”
visited the White House while President Bill Clinton was in  he said.

office. She expressed to the former President how

immigration impacts race relations and how the majority
of the non-Hispanic community views Hispanics. mtmfg?ssnf a%m}cnx‘- R:ulhiantos(x(llgxico)),
0 alvador), Luz Eucharme (Honduras),
X MEMORIAL To EDUARDO GUERRA OF LINCOLN e e st aai
Eduardo Guerra, owner of the Rio Grande Restaurant, died Sunday, April 16th, 1990. He was 45, g:lz::l:l.meh; LA St de, Ormnd
Tk oo et o o o s o R | e e i Lo e
n Texas. . Como nuevo ciudadano, usted puede
He served as a past commissioner of the Mexican-American Commission and was an adniral in the mythica) :::i::r:é :rl'*:oto cm. un‘privileqio 4

Nebraska Navy. He was also a member of the Cathedral of the Risen Christ, the American Legion Post 3
the Veter:an of Foreign Wars and the American 61 Forum, as well as a member of the National Res:aurana-' i i
Association, the Lincoln Beverage Association, the Lincoln Chanber of Commerce, and the National On several occasions, the Mexican

Federation of Independent Susiness. American  Commission  recognized
individuals that take the oath to our

Survivors, in addition to his wife, include: a son, Omar 6.A., of Lincoln; his mother, Leonor, of country Raul Santos, Alba Coto, Luz
. /' I

Morrill, NE.; two sisters, Patricia Guerra and Esther Narquiz, both of Denver, CO; and a brother,

Roneo Javier Guerra, of Lincoln. Eucharme, Jacqueline Rivera, Roberto

Rivera, Jose Reyes, and Agustin Escutia
The Commission honored Eduardo Guerra of Lincoln who passed away in became U.S. citizens and were featured
the '90s. He was a Latino entrepreneur and owner of Rio Grande in our newsletter.

Restaurant. Eduardo served as a past Commissioner of the Mexican
American Commission and was an admiral in the Nebraska Navy.

HAAA AT AR TTT

The Mexican American Commission [ EXHIBIT DEDICATION
recognized the 20th anniversary of | _ SR A G .

. Un Tesoro De Nebraska/Nebraska’s Treasure” was dedicated
NAF % Multicultural H uman at the annual cultural fair held in Scottsbluff on September 6.

Develo pme nt Co rpo ration. In the The event began with a fundraiser breakfast sponsorccli( by the
e i Mexican American Historical Society (MAHS). The keynote
90's NAF had seven different Of.ﬁces address was given by Dr. Miguel A. Bretos, Counselor for
from North Platte to South Sioux Latino Affairs for the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C.
Clty, Nebraska, Cecilia Olivarez Huerta, Executive Director of the Mexican
American Commission and Gwen Meister, Nebraska State
Historical Society joined Dr. Bretos in bringing a message of
history, cultural awareness and pride to our community.

NAF-Multicultural Human

Development Corporation
CELEBRATES 20™ ANNIVERSARY

NAF-MHDC held its 20" Anniversary Conference i
Omaha in late October of this year. The theme,
“Collaborative Strategies for the 21% Century, :
represents NAF’s commitment to work with t ,‘”

many other agencies and groups committed to
improving the lives of Nebraska citizens. Wi

seven offices—North Platte, Omaha, Grand I o The photo exhibit, after having traveled across the state, is now
Scottsbluff, Lincoln, Columbus, and South S The ph oto exhi blt, Un Tesoro de permanently housed at the Museum in Sgon§bluﬂi It will be
City-NAF is truly a state-wide resource. Ell Nebraska/Nebraska’s Treasure was available for check out by schools or organizations who assume

financial responsibility for delivery and return to the Museum.
For more information contact Olga Olivares, MAHS Director
at (308) 635-1044. “Un Tesoro de Nebraska/Nebraska’s
Treasure” was a cooperative partnership with the Mexican
American Commission and the Nebraska State Historical
Society.

dedicated at the cultural fair in
Scottsbluff in the '90s. This exhibit
was a cooperative partnership with
the Mexican American Commission
and the Nebraska State Historical
Society.

Ochoa, one of the founders of NAF in 1979,
Executive Director. NAF operates Agricultul
Labor Programs, Employment Training Pr
and Health Programs. B
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“ A PUBLICATION FOR NEBRASKA’S LATINOS”

d for future g
CenSUS 2000 :What You records are held c‘:-nﬁd:‘n‘tcial for 72 y
Need to K.UOW requesta certificate from past censuses

as proof to establish your alge, residence or relationship,
information that could help you qu
establish citizenship or obtain an mb;rjm@;
your great-grandchildren
information to research fa
your children may be using
their homework.

The 2000 ¢
understand whi
‘which ones n

Beginning mid-March, everyone living in the
United States will receive something very important in
the mail: a questionnaire for the 2000 census. The
census provides information to various groups and can
have a direct impact on the community that you live in.

The census numbers can help define public
improvement strategies in neighborhoods with a lot of
traffic congestion, elderly people living alone or over
crowded schools,.

The numbers obtained through the census help
communities in times of need. Many 911 emergency
systems are based on maps developed for the last

census. Census information hel;: health p_;_ovidg‘xs
redict the spread of disease through communities Wil
ghildren or eplderly people. When floods, tornadoes
earthquakes hit, the census tell rescuers how many
people will need their help. 4ol y
The census makes the government work
It's a good way to tell our leadcl‘s wlP‘

Important information about the Census 2000 was shared
in our newsletter about the protection of privacy and how
the numbers obtained through the Census help
communities in times of need.

Legislacion Nueva:
LB 1363

El Senador Matt Connealy, del districto 16
(Decatur), ha presentado LB 1363. Esta legislacién
crea un grupo de 16 personas, bajo la Comisién
México/Americana con una misién especial. Lamisién
es investigar y estudiar el impacto de imigrantes en las
comunidades de Nebraska en los siguientes 4reas:

ducacién, alojami p ion, el sistema de
justicia, los servicios de salud y el crecimiento y
desarollo econémico.

El grupo identificard el papel del estado en

dando los trabajadi imi| mientras estos
trabajadores se integran en las comunidades locales y
la mano de obra. Ademas el grupo examinari el
impacto que tienen programas federales en la industria
de la empacaci6n de carne y la economia del estado.
Los miembros de este grupo seran designados por el
Gob: dor, el grupo ejecutivo de | legislativa y
el director ejecutivo de la ion ico/

Our newsletter presented
information about LB 1363.

This legislation was meant to
create a group of 16 people
under the Mexican American
Commission with a special
mission. The mission was to
research and study the
impact of immigrants in
Nebraska communities in
the areas of education,
housing, transportation, the
justice  system, health
services, economic growth
and economic development.

More than 300 Nebraska high school students participated in
the fourth Hispanic Student Summit, setting an attendance
record from previous years. The students also participated in
the plenary sessions dedicated to informing the student

body about the possibilities and potentialities of higher
education.

“EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS “ CELEBRATION

Thc .Mcxican-Amcrican Commission in partnership with Sheldon Art Gallery
in Lincoln and many community agencies and advisors hosted the “Day of the
Death-Dia de los Muertos™ celebration. This event was the first at Sheldon and
included an “ofrenda” designed by Martin Ramirez of Mexico along with Linda
Garcia and Jose Garcia Rios of Omaha. Featured also were Mariachi Luna y Sol
from Omaha and Grupo Folklorico Sangre Azteca from Lincoln. Congratulations
to all. Check out our web page for updates and activities. Over 1200 people

attended the afternoon event. L

Photos: Courtesy of Sheldon Art Galery

k£
Linda & Jose Garcia

The Mexican American Commission in partnership with
Sheldon Art Gallery in Lincoln and many community
agencies hosted the Day of the Death celebration.

The Mexican American Commission has sponsored over the years
essay contests along with different organizations/businesses
supporting education and Latino youth. Arturo de Anda, owner
and founder of De Anda Auto Sales in South Sioux City, Nebraska

was a huge supporter in the ‘90s.

Page 13 - Commission On Latino-Americans
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2000s

In the 2000s, the Mexican American

”Co‘mmi‘ssion launched a tv show.
Diversity TV was a new bilingual
television program, dedicated to

exploring and promoting diversity from
different points of view. Diversity TV was
broadcasted in the cities of Lincoln, Crete
and Seward. :

1) | Palacios
participated in a reading activity with
several Norfolk children.

Commissioner Theresa

STATE LEGISLATURE 2008
MAC’S INVOLVEMENT: £

n Febmary 28th2008, the Nebraska Legisla-

ture’s Judiciary Committee voted down two
controversi gislati ‘
; p:l roversial I!ez,lslattlve proppsals thzit’ :vtt‘):lld have

In 2008, the Mexican American
Commission newsletter featured LB 963,
a controversial legislative proposal that
would have affected the lives of
gpprpximately 45,000 undocumented
immigrants in the state of Nebraska. The
bill was introduced by Sen. Mike Friend
of Qmaha on behalf of Governor Dave
Heinemann, intended to deny state and
!ocal_ benefits to undocumented
immigrants, including in-state tuition
assistance. LB 963 was Kkilled in
committee on a 5-1 vote.

2008 Individual Award:

R gRicardo Ariza
it
3 é’)‘\

US Citizens Receive In-state
YES

Can Non-

In addition to the above conditions, Non: US citizen

who do not have either a permanent rcsu!cnl or uuu:;
ith Immigration an

8 3 o Wi
ralization application pending igrat
Naturalization Services can submit an affidavit ©© the
post secondary school, attesting that he or th¢ intends
1o apply for permanent residency at the carliest oppor=

tunity.

housands  of
people, form-
ing an ocean

of white t-shirts, ral-
lied in many Nebraska
ral months
ago waving Mexican,
American, Guatema-
lan, Spanish and other
various flags while shouting “iSi s¢ puede!
for “yes, we can!”).

RALLY

1" (Spanish

These rallics were in response to a bill passed in the

House that would speed up deportations, tighten bor-

der security and criminalize illegal immigrants. A pro-

_— § p?sal that “rould h:'.\\'c

% ; given most illegal im-

QU1 migrants a chance to

become citizens col-
lapsed in the Senate.

1

Tuition Rates?

pueden los que mo. son

Ciudadanos  Americanos

Recibir Matricula de
dencia? SI

Resi-

Ademas de las condiciones §
anteriores, los que no son [
ciudadanos Americanos ¥ g
que no tienen una solici-
tud de residencia perman-
ente o de naturalizacién en
proceso con los Servicios
de Inmigracion y Natural-
izacion, pueden entregar
una declaracion jurada a

(Y
< |
la escuela, postsécundaria - |
plicar Pm"lg;“iqencin

MARCHA

atestiguando que intentan apl
permanente 10 més pronto posible.

iles de personas que formaron

camisetas blancas, marcharon en dife

ciudades de Nebraska hace (yarios n

sy Moeii :

M:

atras 2JIC (
temaltecas, Espaiolas y otras mas mientras can

«;Si se puede!”.

Estas marchas nacieron como respues|
que fue aprobado por la Camara 99
cual aceleraria el proceso de deportaci
ria la seguridad en las fronteras y tratz
nales a los inmigrantes ilegales. La pi
daba la oportunidad @ los inmigrantes. ilegales

vertirse en ciudadanos colapsé en el Senado.
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Page Tenski

Our 2006 newsletter
featured rallies in
different Nebraskan
cities that were
organized in
response to a bill
passed in the house
that would speed up
deportations, tighten
border security, and
criminalize illegal
immigrants.
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2000s

2006

During his time as Commissioner, Jose Santos worked with the Attorney General, Mexican Consulate, US Department of
Labor, Nebraska Workforce Development, and OSHA on compensation issues brought to various entities' attention
regarding contract workers.

Cecilia Olivarez Huerta, the former Executive Director, received recognition for 15 years of working for the State. She also
received the Government Leadership Award from the Heartland Leadership Conference.

In 2006, Commissioner Norma de la O worked on plenty of issues. One issue that made the news was about the County
Attorney’s office. The office publicly said that his office was going to initiate some plan to curve illegal immigration in
Dakota County.

Commissioner Yolanda Nuncio spoke about a study conducted by NCLR, regarding the immigration raids which took

place in Grand Island meatpacking plants back in December 2006. Commissioner Nuncio made copies of the study
available to the Commissioners.

2007

Executive Director commented on the newly created Community Outreach, a consortium is a group that involves other
government agencies including the Legal Aid of Nebraska, Equal Opportunity Commission, State Attorney General
Office, Mexican-American Commission, and other agencies.

Jose Garcia from Omaha wrote a letter of support to the press regarding the Commission’s name change stating the
name should reflect the state demographics changes.. He expressed his unconditional support for the Commission on
this. '

2008

The Commission felt the need to keep the Latino community informed about the international driver’s license scam that
happened during 2008 and sent a press release to all Spanish media about this situation to protect the community.

2009

On May 26th, Angel Freytez, Acting Executive Director, testified in favor of LR 223, a resolution that intended to urge the
members of Nebraska’s Congressional Delegation to pass immigration reform legislation.
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Because of the demographic changes of the Latino community in the state, on July 15, 2010 the LB139 officially went into
effect and changed the Commission’s name for the first time to “Nebraska Commission on Latino-Americans”.

2015 Day of the Dead Events in Nebraska

(Above, from left to right) A retablo at the West

Nebraska Arts Center was part of a Dia de los Muertos [

and ibit in

photo

by Travis Sell of the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. NLAC's k&

Day of the Dead exhibit at the Capitol Building from

Oct. 26-Nov. 6 featured artwork from high school %
students at Hastings Catholic School and the LPS Arts §

.| '& Humanities Program. Mexican Consul Guadalupe
¥ Sanchez Salazar gives a public presentation on Dia
de los Muertos with the ofrenda at the Consulado

de Mexico en Omaha. (Left) The Latino Public Health

Advisary Committee hosted a Dia de los Muertos
4 i celebration with an ofrenda and presentation at the
\ UNMC College of Public Health in Omaha. (Right)
The Multicultural Coalition of Grand Island hosted
8l the Day of the Dead Festival with a 5K run, vendors,
8 workshops and performances by the Aztec Fire
Dancers on Oct. 24, photos by Mike Herod. (Below &
Below Left, Right) The Mexican American Historical
Society of the Midlands presented a series of Dia de
los Muertos events. with exhibitions, performances,
and ofrendas, induding one honoring soldiers, at
St. Cecilia’s Cathedral in Omaho, photos by MAHSM
Director Jose Garcia, below right photo by Elite Studio
Photography. (All photos reprinted with permission.)

The celebration of the Day of the Dead has become a
tradition for the Commission. Our newsletter features every
year different presentations and exhibitions across Nebraska

of this celebration.

Latina Leader Honored in
South SIOUX Clty

The Nebraska Commission on Latino
Americans featured a sculpture in
Sioux City, honoring the late Tomasa
Salas from South Sioux City who was
a Commissioner in the ‘80s. She was
one of the four community leaders to
be recognized as a most dedicated
lifelong community advocate.

2015 Latino Summit in Kearney

On_Oct. 27, NIAC and the Dept. of
£ducation presented the 12th Annual
] Lotino Summit for 600 Latino students
j| 1rom 30school districts. College recruiter
tobles like UNO (Above) answered
Questions ‘ond provided financiol oid
information.  Keynote Speaker  Ling
Traslavina (Left) shared the importance
of self-confidence. Multiple breakout
sessions included Carmen Montes and
NET (Below Left) ond Ross Pesek (Below
Right). (Bottom Left to Right) The Gallery
of ‘Stars shored student biographies
Students enjoyed a trivia game ot lunch.

The 12th Annual Latino Summit
reunited 600 Latino students
from 30 school districts. College

Jose Santos was-
recognized by Chair
Adrian Sanchez for his
many years of
dedication and service.
Santos retired as a
commissioner in 2015.

recruiter tables  answered
guestions and provided
financial aid information.

Keynote speaker Lina Traslavina
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staff
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NLAC Seeks Information on Adobe Houses

s to live with their
lies chose to settle

adol
Once identified, the buildings may be placed in the National Historic
Registry and included in publications on_immigrant. and. settler

dwellings. State historical markers are another. possibility. for-the

homes.

Tha Hisioncal socuy dod WAC g vt o o ug nd
important

ociety and NLAC sta

the years, but it is still a historic

s allowed NLAC and Society
0tos at right), described

ed 10 the Scottsbluff [

forward as a community member  §
uilt by her father. The house has i

thouses bu
lhave been

of serving the Nebraska
Commission on Latino
Americans.

During the 2010s, The Nebraska
State Historical Society and the
Commission held a Public Forum

at  Guadalupe Center in
Scottsbluff requesting the
community’s help in finding

information on adobe houses

apy
today. m.,m; Mnny dobl

in the 19205

with the purpose of locating,
identifying, documenting, and
preserving the remaining adobe
houses.

Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler with middle
school essay winners Noah Randolhp and
Divith Rajagopal. Also, with high school
winner Pamela Cante and middle school
winner Yair Garcia.
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The Commission donated several items to the Nebraska

History Museum including the top 10 essays for Hispanic
Heritage Month.

Governor Ricketts signed a proclamation observing January
of 2016 as Human Trafficking Awareness Month. Jasel Cantu
and Adrian Sanchez from the Commission were present.

Our former Executive Director, Dr.
Arturo Lazaro Spindola testified in
front of the legislature supporting a
law that now provides prenatal

healthcare for Latino women,
regardless of their immigration
status. He also testified for legislation
allowing driver's and professional
licenses for “Dreamers,' young
people brought to this country
illegally when they were children.

Dr. Spindola was present at a signing Proclamation cere-
mony observing April of 2015 as Minority Health Month
in Nebraska.

Teachers from Mexico visit our state every year.oThe Com-
mission assists the Department of Education with the lo-

gistics of the ceremony of appreciation.

Antoinette Caudillo and Brenda
Gallardo were two of the legislative
pages in 2016 working with the
legislative session and the only
Latinas to serve as pages that year.

AROUND..

DONT "HORSE
i ]

Let Rnson Prevention Be You'
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"Mane” Goal.

Every year the Governor's office
presents a proclamation signed by
the Governor observing July 26th as
Dr. Hector Garcia Day in Nebraska.

The Nebraska Department of
Agriculture announced the
winners of their annual youth
poster contest in observance
of National Ag Day. Bryana
Vargas, a Latina student, was
the winner of the contest.

www.latinoac.nebraska.gov



2010s

2010

In 2010, the Mexican American Commission recognized Severiano Franco, former Interim Executive Director, for his superior
service to the Commission since its early beginnings.

Interim Director Franco stated that LB139 was adopted and passed by the Legislature in regards the name change of the

Commission. Now, the official name of the Commission is the Commission on Latino Americans. The justification used on the
floor was that the name of the agency should reflect demographics statewide.

2011

In 2011, the Commission joined an immigration task force. The first meeting was held on March 5th in Lincoln and the
second meeting on April 4th in Grand Island. The Commission was asked to join due to its expertise and involvement in the
Legislature.

2012

On April 11, the Commission took part in a vigil raising awareness for LB 599, the Prenatal Care Bill. The Commission
supported LB 599 since it will benefit all pregnant women, including Latinas.

2015

On January 21st, a press conference was held at the Capitol Rotunda where Senator Nordquist announced the introduction
of a Bill to grant driver's licenses to DACA beneficiaries. Several organizations were present, including the Commission.

2017

Adriana Carvajal-Rodriguez and Adolfo “Danny” Reynaga were appointed by the Governor as Commissioners in 2017.

Executive Director Dr. Arturo Spindola expressed his support in the name of the Commission to DACA. He said DACA
beneficiaries bring about $80 billion to the US economy every year. This means that morally, economically, and legally there
is justification for this program. He said the Commission would keep educating the public about the facts that DACA
individuals bring into this country.
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2020s

VIpUS

T

CORDNA

In 2020, COVID-19 was everywhere. Its spread and impact led to
a global crisis of unprecedented proportions. Nebraska was no
exception. The pandemic disrupted most legislative activities.
The Nebraska Commission on Latino Americans had to change
how business was handled. The staff elecommuted, but there
was still one staff present at the office on Mondays, Tuesdays,
and Wednesdays. Director Spindola and Governor Pete Ricketts
provided information in Spanish during the governor’s weekly
press conferences in regards to the pandemic.

E— _‘3‘

COVID 19 also affected the way we communicated with our
constituents. In the “screenshot,” Nebraska Hispanic of Chamber
Commerce members and partners in Madison and Grand Island,
with Dr. Lazaro Spindola communicating via zoom.

In one of our 2021 Quarterly Meetings, the commissioners
visited Latino businesses in Hastings, Nebraska.

Governor Pete Ricketts appointed Maria Whitmore, Cristina
Castro Matukewicz, Lali Sage and Patricia Castro as
Commissioners.
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CENSUS

2020

BE COUNTED

Census operations during COVID 19 were a challenge.
The Nebraska Commission on Latino Americans played
an important role in supporting the campaign and
spreading information via social media about how
important community engagement was. This
information was shared in English and Spanish.

In 2020, the Nebraska Commission on Latino
Americans spread information about the use of masks,
and the importance of vaccination and supported
health organizations to outreach the Latino
community in the state.

At the beginning of the pandemic, the meat packing
plants were the first places to experience COVID 19
outbreaks. The Commission through our Executive
Director, joined other organizations to demand
protection for essential workers during the crisis. Hand
sanitizers, dividers to enhance social distance, use of
masks, and more measures to reduce the risk among
these vulnerable populations. Former Public
information officer Victoria Morehead, attended a
community rally in support ofmeatpacking workers.

Director Spindola expressed that LR 292-CA is a
constitutional amendment to require verification of
identity before voting introduced by La Grone.

The Commission has been opposing this type of
legislation for the last 12 years. Director Spindola
stated that voter fraud is a non-existing problem in
Nebraska and will lead to disenfranchising voters.

www.latinoac.nebraska.gov



In 2022, the Governor of Nebraska, Pete Ricketts,
commemorated the 50th anniversary of the

Commission on Latino Americans by signing a Commissioners and staff were part of the Beam Signing
proclamation at the Governor’s Courtroom located ceremony at the Columbus Fieldhouse, a Columbus
at the State Capitol in Lincoln, Nebraska. Community Hospital project.

Governor Pete Ricketts proclaimed July 26th as Dr.
Hector P. Garcia Day, urging all Nebraskans to note
the observance and educate themselves and others
about the legacy of Dr. Hector P. Garcia.

In an effort to support entrepreneurism and Latino small
businesses, Chair Yesenia Peck and Vice-chair Aida Evans

- A Pecordando a los T were part of the ribbon-cutting ceremony of “Limon con
' m*'u- s G0 fueron dejando huella... Chile” a new restaurant in Grand Island.

Permembering those %
’ who left their mark,..

2%

Dr. Lazaro Spindola, who served
as the Executive Director of the
Nebraska  Commission on
Latino Americans for 11 years,
retired on December 31st, 2021.

He served as an external

Because of our 50th anniversary, the Nebraska consultant providing training to
Commission on Latino Americans is interviewing the current staff until May of
former commissioners with the purpose to 2022.

highlight their service to our organization.
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