[bookmark: _GoBack]

Hispanic Heritage Month
By: Noah Randolph
Brownell-Talbot Middle School

“In the end, the American Dream is not a sprint, or even a marathon, but a relay. Our families don’t always cross the finish line in the span of one generation. But each generation passes on to the next the fruits of their labor.” – Julian Castro, former mayor of San Antonio, current Secretary of U.S. Housing and Urban Development. 

When I read this quote, these words mean to me that not one family can accomplish their goals in one generation. That family has to work hard for many generations to accomplish them.

Some ways in which I can relate to this quote and to Hispanic Heritage Month are my own family. Three generations ago, my dad’s parents were picking cotton in fields and had no hopes of going to college. Then my Grandma and Grandpa worked two different jobs and moved a lot just because they wanted my dad to go to college. Now, my dad has an advanced degree in law and works at Union Pacific. In addition, my aunt is Hispanic. Two generations ago, her family dreamed of coming to America. Then her father moved her family to America and now she has two daughters and hopes to send them to a good college.

This quote has influenced my opinion of Hispanic Heritage Month and the values it represents by reminding me of the struggles that my ancestors went through to accomplish the American Dream. My family worked very hard for many generations to get to where we are now and hopefully the next generation of my family will work towards that dream and will pass the torch onto the next generation after that.  

