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Mission Statement:  The mission of the 
Latino American Commission is to serve as 
a voice in the Nebraska State Government 
for Latino Americans/Latinos.

Vision Statement: The vision of the Latino 
American Commission is that all Latino 
Americans/Latinos have the opportunity to 
utilize their fullest potential to participate in 
the “Good Life” of Nebraska. 

The Nebraska Dream Act; college option, open for Nebraska college hopefuls
On February 7th, LB 657 was heard in public hearing by the Education Committee.  The bill was introduced by 
Senators Janssen and Karpisek; Senator Gloor’s name was added on January 21.  The bill basically proposed that 
high school graduates, residents of Nebraska, who are undocumented, not be granted in-state tuition consider-
ation when being accepted at Nebraska Colleges and Universities. 

There was an energetic testimony in opposition to the bill and the bill has been indefinitely postponed in Com-
mittee.  An argument that kept coming up during the hearing was that education for undocumented students 
was damaging to students since they couldn’t stay in the United States after graduation.
  
The rationalization to this argument is that there are several pathways for undocumented students after gradua-
tion:  They can have a job offering from an American company, they can marry an American citizen, or they can 
apply for a special visa.  If you need information/education on these procedures call the commission and we will 
inform you about several professionals that can help.

 “We need to continue to make investments in our young people, we need to recognize that we have a shared future, and we need to
 recognize the important values of dignity, justice, fairness, and equality for all workers.” - Colorado’s Lt. Gov. Joe Garcia. 4/1/11

Our Newsletter; going viral
The LAC newsletter has returned to publication.  
This edition reflects some changes.  The Nebraska 
legislature changed our name from Mexican 
American Commission to Latino American 
Commission.  There have been dramatic events 
with the passage of LB 1070 in Arizona and the 
Fremont City Ordinance which put immigration 
in the spotlight and under scrutiny.

Here in Nebraska there was a bill proposing an Arizona-like law, a Legislative Bill proposing to eliminate in-
state tuition for undocumented students here in Nebraska, another proposing to eliminate this Commission, 
and several more that affect directly or indirectly the Latino community. 

Luckily, the aforementioned bills were held in Committee.  The Commission’s Executive Director and a diverse 
coalition of groups interested in bringing justice and equality to the Latino population testified against several of 
these bills.

The Newsletter will keep our constituents updated on current issues that may affect the Latino community. As 
a commission we will make every effort to make this newsletter available more frequently, ideally, on a monthly 
basis.

 The Latino community needs to be informed early about events that affect them as a whole and the information 
needs to be disseminated with adequate promptness.  The LAC will also make efforts to educate the Latino 
 community on special opportunities presented or threats faced by all. 
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Nebraska no es Arizona
La propuesta de ley 48, introducida por el Senador Janssen el 6 de Enero y endosada por los senadores Han-
sen, Brasch, Karpisek, McCoy, Schilz, and Blommfield fue presentada en audiencia pública ante el Comité 
Judicial el 2 de marzo. 

El Director de la Comisión Latino Americana fue uno de los más de 20 testigos que se opusieron a la ley pro-
puesta.   La ley esta mantenida en Comité y posiblemente no progrese.

Los argumentos en contra de la ley incluyen: la posibilidad de perfilamiento racial, los costos fiscales implica-
dos, el temor y pérdida de confianza en los agentes del orden (policía, etc.) y la disminución de ingresos a Ne-
braska a medida que otros estados rehúsen negociar con Nebraska, y finalmente, que residentes de Nebraska, 
especialmente residentes Latinos, decidan mudarse del estado.

Al mantener la ley en Comité, hay pocas probabilidades de que progrese y se haga efectiva, pero los latinos 
en general deben contactar a sus Senadores y Representantes en el Congreso y pedir que el gobierno federal 
resuelva de una vez por todas el problema de la reforma a la ley de inmigración.

A Message From Our Chair Commissioner:
My name is Gina Ponce and I am the newly elected Chair-
person of the Commission.  The LAC is looking forward to a 
wonderful year where we plan to provide you with a great array 
of advocacy and information. 

The primary focus of the commission this year will be to 
educate the community in the area of Immigration, education, 
advocacy and resources. 

The Latino American Commission staff and commissioners 
want to make sure that the Nebraska community has access 
to all the support they need to keep their communities well 
informed on the issues affecting them.    Please visit our website 
and identify the commissioner that represent your community, 
contact them and ask how the LAC can help you help your 
community.   Have a great year and hopefully our paths will 
cross this year.     
Sinceramente,
Gina Ponce

El Dream Act de Nebraska; opción abierto a aspirantes a la 
universidad en Nebraska
El 7 de febrero, la propuesta de ley 657 fue presentada en audiencia pública por el Comité de Educación.  La 
propuesta, introducida por los senadores Janssen y Karpisek  con el senador Gloor uniéndose el 21 de Enero, 
propone que a los estudiantes  indocumentados, residentes de Nebraska, no se les permita pagar matricula de 
residentes del estado al ser aceptados por una Universidad o Colegio superior en Nebraska.

Hubo una fuerte oposición a esta ley y la discusión ha sido pospuesta en forma indefinida.  Un argumento 
repetido fue que la educación para estudiantes indocumentados era una pérdida de tiempo pues al finalizar los 
estudios debían abandonar el país.

La respuesta a este argumento es que hay varias posibilidades abiertas para los graduados.  Pueden recibir una 
oferta de trabajo en una compañía Americana, o recibir una visa especial.  Si necesita orientación para estos 
procedimientos, llame  a la Comisión y le informaremos sobre profesionales que pueden ayudarle.  
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Upcoming Events:

Latino Education Summit
September 2011

1st Annual LAC Banquet
October 2011

Contact Information:
Latino American Commission
Sixth Floor, State Capitol
P.O. Box 94965
Lincoln, NE 68509-4965

Phone: 402-471-2971
Toll Free: 877-220-1250
Fax: 402-471-4381
Email: latino.info@nebraska.gov

Visit Our Website:
www.latinoac.nebraska.gov
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Nebraska Is Not Arizona
LB 48, introduced by Senator 
Janssen on January 6th; Senators 
Hansen, Brasch, Karpisek, McCoy, 
Schilz, and Blommfield added their 
names later. The bill was heard 
publically by the Judiciary Commit-
tee on March 2.  The Director of the 
Latino American Commission was 
among over 20 people and organiza-
tions that testified against the bill.  
The bill was held in Committee.   

Arguments against the bill included 
the possibility of racial profiling, 
the fiscal expense incurred, fear and 
lack of trust in law enforcement.  
The concerns were that such a bill 
would generate a loss of business to 
Nebraska as other states refused to 
do business with our state and Lati-
no residents moved out of the state.  
By holding the bill in Committee, 
there are very small possibilities that 
it will become law. 

Latinos must contact their congres-
sional Senators and Representatives 
requesting that the federal govern-
ment once and for all addresses the 
issue of immigration reform. 

COMMISSIONERS:
Gina Ponce (Chair)
2825 Y St.  Omaha, NE  68107
402-201-3668  gponce55@cox.net

Norma de la O (Secretary)
457 N Shore Drive 
South Sioux City, NE 68776
402-494-5923

Chandra Diaz de Bose
3930 High St. 
Lincoln, NE  68509
402-488-0521

Rosalba Valerio 
514 E. 17th St 
Schuyler, NE 68661
402-352-3384

Yolanda Nuncio 
4362 Manchester Road 
Grand Island, NE  68801
308-382-0087

Gisella Munoz
Latino American Commission
State Capitol 6th Floor
Lincoln, NE 68509-4965
402-212-0616

Ramon Otero (Vice-Chair)
75438 RD 44 
Overton, NE 68863
308-352-5661

Jose Santos
Governor’s Representative
20711 Locust St. 
Gretna, NE 68028
402-471-4720

STAFF:
Lazaro Arturo Spindola
Executive Director

Eric Gonzalez Alfaro
Public Information Officer

Dora Lima
Staff Assistant I

Proclamation Cesar Chavez Day: form left to right, Jerry Bryan (NAF), 
Dora Lima (LAC), Governor Dave Heineman, Eric Gonzalez (LAC), 
Noelia Sigala (NAF)


